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Press Release 
 
Joint Development of Climate-
Neutral Fuels for Future Mobility 
 
Aachen, Germany, February 2023 – The joint project 
“Demonstrating a Circular Carbon Economy in Transport 
Along the Value Chain” (DeCarTrans), coordinated by FEV, 
started in January 2023. Over the next four years, the project 
partners aim to demonstrate how renewable fuels can be 
produced on an industrial scale. Previous studies have 
shown that these synthetically produced fuels can enable a 
CO2-free existing fleet. 
 

Since the transformation of the transport sector to fully electrified 

mobility is progressing only slowly, its greenhouse gas emissions 

are also declining only very slowly. To accelerate their reduction, 

it is therefore necessary to additionally address the existing fleet 

of vehicles with combustion engines. The use of liquid, renewable 

fuels plays a key role here. 

 

In the DeCarTrans project, which has now been launched, the 

continuous production of synthetic gasoline is to be investigated 

in a demonstration plant on an industrial scale of up to 380,000 

liters total production volume. The main objectives of the joint 

project are to improve process efficiency (e.g., through heat re-

integration) and to increase product quality in order to minimize 
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the emission of pollutants during combustion. In addition, the 

consortium is evaluating possible sales and market launch 

scenarios as well as the associated legal framework (including 

RED II). 

 

In the Closed Carbon Cycle Mobility (C3-Mobility) research 

project, also coordinated by FEV, the 30 partners from industry 

and research have already demonstrated that synthetic gasoline 

produced from methanol is an extremely promising “green” fuel. 

The underlying process, methanol-to-gasoline from renewable 

methanol, uses “green” methanol that can be obtained from CO2 

sources in industry or agriculture, for example. 

 

 
  

The DeCarTrans research project is funded by the German Federal Ministry for 

Digital Affairs and Transport (BMDV) as part of the “Development of Renewable 

Fuels” funding initiative (funding code 16RK14004D). A total of eight companies 

from the mineral oil industry, the process engineering industry, and research 

and development have joined forces in the DeCarTrans consortium.  
 
 
 
About FEV 
FEV has always pushed the limits. 
FEV is a globally leading engineering provider in the automotive industry and 
internationally recognized leader of innovation across different sectors and 
industries. Professor Franz Pischinger laid the foundations by combining his 
background in academia and engineering with a great vision for continual 
progress. The company has supplied solutions and strategy consulting to the 
world's largest automotive OEMs and has supported customers through the 
entire transportation and mobility ecosystem.  
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As the world continues to evolve, so does FEV. 
That’s why FEV is unleashing its technological and strategic expertise into other 
areas. It applies its forward thinking to the energy sector. And its software and 
system know-how will enable the company to lead the way making intelligent 
solutions available to everyone. FEV brings together the brightest minds from 
different backgrounds and specialties to find new solutions for both current and 
future challenges.  
 
But FEV won’t stop there.  
Looking ahead, FEV continues to push the limits of innovation. With its highly 
qualified 7,200 employees at more than 40 locations globally, FEV imagines 
solutions that don’t just meet today’s needs but tomorrow’s. Ultimately, FEV 
keeps evolving – to a better, cleaner future built on sustainable mobility, energy 
and software that drives everything. For the companies’ partners, its people 
and the world. #FeelEVolution 


